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BACKGROUND 
Institutional Animal Care and Use Committee (IACUC) approved animal activities (i.e. protocols) can be 
amended using IACUC reviews and administrative processes (e.g., Veterinary Verification and Consultation, and 
Administrative Amendments). The method used to modify the protocol depends on the proposed change. 
 
POLICY 

1. Administrative Amendments 
a. Certain protocol changes have no impact on animal activities and are considered administrative 

amendments. Administrative changes can be made to IACUC approved protocols by any 
member of the Animal Care and Use Office (ACUO). The following protocol amendments may be 
made by administrative staff: 

i. Changes in personnel and personnel information, other than the PI; 
ii. Correction of typographical or grammatical errors;  

iii. Personnel contact information updates; 
iv. Changes in funding sources; and 
v. A 10% or less increase in mice or rats. 

 
2. Veterinary Verification and Consultation (VVC) 

a. OLAW notice NOT-OD-14-126: “Guidance on Significant Changes to Animal Activities” defines 
an administrative process that can be used to make certain significant changes to IACUC 
approved protocols. The IACUC has approved specific changes that can be incorporated into 
IACUC approved protocols by ULAM Faculty Veterinarians that are either IACUC voting or 
alternate members using the VVC process. The following changes can be made to animal 
activities that have already been IACUC approved provided that the proposed change does not 
increase pain, distress or degree of invasiveness: 

i. Modification or refinement of pain relieving medications provided the changes are 
consistent with the guidance listed as resources below; 

ii. A modification of a surgical procedure that reduces the invasiveness or discomfort of 
the process; 

iii. Modifications to genotyping and identification procedures provided the changes are 
consistent with the guidance listed as resources below; 

iv. Pre or post-operative procedures that are consistent with the IACUC approved 
Guidelines or Policies referenced below; 

v. Method of euthanasia as long as any refinements are consistent with acceptable 
methods described in the American Veterinary Medical Association (AVMA) panel 
publication on acceptable methods for euthanizing vertebrate animals.   

 
3. Significant Changes to IACUC Approved Protocols 

a. Any significant change not described above must be reviewed and approved using IACUC 
Review. 
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RESOURCES 

• IACUC Policy on Analgesic Use in Animals Undergoing Surgery 

• Guidelines for the Performance of Surgery in Rodents 

• Guidelines for the Performance of Surgery in Non-Rodent Mammals 

• Mouse Anesthesia & Analgesia Guidelines 

• Rat Anesthesia & Analgesia Guidelines 

• Rabbit Anesthesia & Analgesia Guidelines 

• Guinea Pig Anesthesia & Analgesia Guidelines 

• Hamster Anesthesia & Analgesia Guidelines 

• Ferret Anesthesia & Analgesia Guidelines 

• Nonhuman Primate Anesthesia & Analgesia Guidelines 

• Ruminant Anesthesia & Analgesia Guidelines 

• Swine Anesthesia & Analgesia Guidelines 

• Cat Anesthesia & Analgesia Guidelines 

• Dog Anesthesia & Analgesia Guidelines 

• Guidelines on Amphibian Anesthesia, Analgesia and Surgery 

• Guidelines on Reptile Anesthesia, Analgesia and Surgery 

• Guidelines on Fish Anesthesia, Analgesia and Surgery 

• Guidelines for Acceptable Methods of Identification and Genotyping of Rodents 

• AVMA Guidelines for the Euthanasia of Animals (2013 Edition) 

 
FURTHER INFORMATION 
For questions, additional detail, or to request changes to this policy, please contact the Animal Care & Use 
Office (acuoffice@umich.edu). 
 
 


